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Why Mental Health Matters

Let’s be honest...life moves fast. Some days it feels like we’re running on fumes, juggling
expectations, deadlines, emotions, and the unseen battles no one else knows about. In a world that
keeps demanding more, mental health is a lifeline.

Mental health isn’t just about avoiding breakdowns or staying out of crisis mode. It’s about how
we think, how we feel, how we show up in the world. It shapes our decisions, our relationships,
our energy levels, and our ability to keep going when things get tough. It’s the quiet force behind

our resilience, clarity, and peace of mind.

When our mental health is in check, we’re not just surviving, we’re thriving. We feel more
grounded, more capable, more in tune with ourselves and those around us. But when it’s out of

balance? Even brushing our teeth or answering a text can feel like climbing a mountain.
And yet so many of us suffer in silence.

o We carry anxiety like a hidden weight.

e We move through depression with a smile that fools everyone but ourselves.

e We normalize burnout like it’s the cost of ambition.

« We minimize our trauma because we think it’s “not bad enough” to matter.

Here’s the truth: You don’t need permission to care for your mental well-being. You already have
the right to feel better and the ability to start.

Just like we stretch our bodies, eat well, or go to the gym to stay physically healthy, our minds
need consistent, intentional care too. And no, it doesn’t always have to be deep therapy sessions
or drastic changes (though those are valid and valuable too). Sometimes, it starts with one small

practice: a journal entry, a walk outside, a deep breath, a quiet moment of grace.

This guide is for you, whether you're navigating a storm or just looking to reconnect with yourself.
Whether you're tired of feeling numb, stuck in autopilot, or simply want to live with more clarity

and purpose.



Let’s normalize taking care of our inner world. Let’s drop the shame and pick up compassion.
Let’s remember:

You are not alone. You are not broken. You are human.

So here’s the invitation: take what you need. Try one tool at a time. Pause when it gets hard.
Celebrate the small wins. This isn’t about fixing you but about meeting yourself with honesty,

kindness, and courage. One real, raw, and powerful step at a time.

The Daily Check-In: Simple Self-Awareness Practice

Mental health care starts with one essential habit: checking in with yourself. This practice helps

you tune in, pause, and process how you’re really doing before the day runs away from you.

When to do it:
e First thing in the morning
e During lunch breaks

o Before bed
e Anytime you feel off balance

How it works:

Answer these 5 simple questions (in your head or in a journal):
1. How am | feeling emotionally right now? (e.g., calm, anxious, sad, excited)
2. What’s on my mind? (Notice what you’re thinking about the most.)
3. What’s going on in my body? (Tense shoulders? Tired eyes? Fast heartbeat?)

4. What do I need at this moment? (Rest, a walk, food, a kind word, connection?)

5. What can | do today to support my well-being? (One small thing: deep breathing, saying

no, journaling, talking to a friend.)



Why it matters:
o It creates space between your emotions and your reactions
o Helps you identify early signs of burnout, stress, or anxiety
e Makes it easier to ask for what you need and set boundaries

| You deserve to know yourself deeply not just when things go wrong, but every single
day.

Journaling for Emotional Clarity
Write it out. Work it through. Let it go.

Journaling isn’t just for writers or deep thinkers. It’s a simple, powerful tool to help you understand
your emotions, clear your mind, and find relief when life feels overwhelming. When thoughts stay
in your head, they often become tangled. Putting them on paper helps you make sense of them,

release them, or take action.

Why journaling works:
« Gives your emotions a safe place to land
o Helps you process thoughts before reacting
o Creates distance between you and your stress

o Reveals patterns, triggers, and progress
e Increases self-awareness and emotional regulation

Journaling prompts to get you started:
1. What’s weighing on my mind right now? Why?
2. What emotion am | avoiding? What might it be trying to teach me?

3. What am | grateful for today? even in a small way.



4. What do | need to forgive myself for?
5. If I could speak freely with no judgment, what would | say right now?

Tips for getting the most out of journaling:
o Write without editing, don’t worry about grammar
e Setatimer for 5 to 10 minutes and let it flow
o Use pen and paper, a journal app, or voice notes
o Revisit your entries weekly to reflect and notice growth

| “You don’t have to know what to say. Just start. Your heart will do the rest.”

Affirmations That Work

Rewriting the script in your mind

Your inner voice matters. The words you say to yourself shape how you see the world, how you

feel about yourself, and how you respond to life’s challenges.
Affirmations are positive, intentional statements that help you:
o Challenge negative self-talk
o Replace fear with hope

o Build confidence, clarity, and self-worth
When repeated with belief and emotion, they begin to reshape your mindset from within.
How to use affirmations:

« Say them out loud in the mirror each morning
e Write them in your journal or planner

e Save them as phone wallpapers or reminders



e Whisper them to yourself during anxious moments
> Repetition is key. Your brain needs time to adopt new beliefs, so speak them daily.

Affirmations for mental wellness:
For anxiety:

“I am safe. I trust myself to handle what comes.”

“My breath grounds me. I return to calm.”

For self-worth:
“I am enough, exactly as [ am.”

“I don’t need to prove my worth, it’s already within me.”

For healing:
“It’s okay to rest. I am allowed to heal at my own pace.”

“My past shaped me, but it doesn’t define me.”

For confidence:
“I believe in who I’'m becoming.”

“I have something valuable to offer the world.”

Bonus tip:

If a statement feels too far from how you currently feel, soften it.
Try:
Q “l am learning to...”

§ “I am open to believing...”

| “You become what you repeatedly tell yourself. Choose words that build, not break.”

Self-Compassion Exercises

Cultivate kindness toward yourself and reduce self-criticism



Being gentle with yourself during tough times supports healing and resilience. These exercises

encourage you to treat yourself with the same kindness you’d offer a friend.

Why practice self-compassion?

Lowers anxiety and depression

Improves emotional regulation

Builds self-esteem and confidence

Encourages a growth mindset

Simple self-compassion activities
1. Loving-kindness meditation

e Sit quietly and repeat phrases like:

b

“May I be safe. May I be happy. May I be healthy. May I live with ease.’
o Extend these wishes to yourself, then to others.
2. Write a compassionate letter to yourself
o Address yourself as a dear friend.
o Acknowledge your struggles and offer encouragement.
3. Practice mindful self-talk
e Notice harsh thoughts and gently reframe them.
o Example: Instead of “I failed,” say “I’m learning and growing.”
4. Daily self-compassion check-in

« Pause several times a day to ask:

“How am [ feeling? What do I need right now?”

e Respond with kindness and care.



Journal prompts for self-kindness
e What’s one thing I did today that I can be proud of?
e How would I comfort a friend in my situation?
e What strengths have helped me overcome challenges before?

“Being kind to yourself is a powerful act of healing.”

Creative Expression Tools

Use art, music, writing, and movement to heal and thrive

Creative expression lets you explore and release emotions in a safe, nonverbal way. Whether you

paint, write, dance, or play music, these outlets support mental well-being and boost resilience.

Why creative expression helps

o Provides an emotional outlet to reduce stress and anxiety

Enhances self-awareness and insight

Boosts mood and increases feelings of joy

Builds a sense of accomplishment and purpose

Connects you with your inner self and others

Ways to express yourself creatively
1. Art

« Draw, paint, or color mandalas to focus your mind and calm emotions.

o Create a “feelings collage” from magazine cutouts or photos that represent your mood.
2. Writing

o Keep adaily journal to process thoughts and feelings.



o Try expressive writing: write freely about your emotions without worrying about grammar

or structure.
3. Music
o Listen to uplifting or calming music to shift your mood.
« Play an instrument or sing to release tension and connect emotionally.
4. Movement
o Dance freely to your favorite songs to energize and express emotions.

« Practice yoga or gentle stretching to relax your body and mind.

Tips for getting started

No need to be an artist, focus on the process, not the product.

Set aside 10-15 minutes daily or weekly for creative time.

Allow yourself to experiment without judgment.
o Use creative activities alongside other mental health tools for best results.

| “Creativity is a pathway to healing, let your heart lead the way.”
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Grounding Techniques for Anxiety

Calm your mind by coming back to the present

When anxiety strikes, it often pulls us out of the present moment and into a spiral of what-ifs,
fears, or racing thoughts. Grounding techniques gently guide your mind and body back to the now,

where safety and clarity live.

These tools are especially helpful during:
« Panic attacks
e Overthinking episodes

o Stressful transitions

« Emotional overwhelm

5-4-3-2-1 grounding method (sensory awareness)
Use your senses to connect to the present:
« 5 things you can see (Look around: colors, textures, light)
e 4 things you can feel (Your feet on the ground, a soft fabric, your breath)
« 3things you can hear (Distant sounds, music, your breath)
o 2 things you can smell (Your clothing, air, essential oils)

« 1 thing you can taste (Water, a mint, or simply notice your tongue)

This technique tells your brain, “I am safe. I am here. [ am okay.”

Physical grounding tools
e Hold an ice cube in your hand until it melts

e Run cold or warm water over your hands



o Stomp your feet gently on the ground
e Wrap yourself in a heavy blanket

o Carry a grounding object (like a smooth stone or stress ball)

Why grounding helps:
e It interrupts anxious thoughts
o Shifts focus to your body and surroundings
o Activates your parasympathetic nervous system, which calms the fight-or-flight response

|When your mind races, grounding brings you back home to your body and breath, the safest

place you can be.

The Power of Breath: 3 Breathing Exercises

Reset your nervous system anytime, anywhere

Your breath is your built-in reset button. When you’re anxious, angry, or overwhelmed,
conscious breathing slows your heart rate, reduces stress hormones, and signals your body that

it’s safe to relax. You carry this tool with you everywhere, no apps or equipment needed.

1. Box breathing (a navy SEAL favorite)

A structured technique to calm nerves and sharpen focus:
o Inhale for 4 seconds
e Hold your breath for 4 seconds
o Exhale for 4 seconds

e Hold your breath for 4 seconds



> Repeat for 4-6 rounds

Visualize a box in your mind, tracing each side as you breathe.

2. 4-7-8 breathing (For sleep + anxiety)

This method is excellent for falling asleep or calming panic:
« Inhale through your nose for 4 seconds
e Hold your breath for 7 seconds
« Exhale slowly through your mouth for 8 seconds

 Repeat 3-4 times.

It slows the heart rate and clears excess stress from your system.

3. Gentle belly breathing (for daily balance)

Place one hand on your belly and one on your chest

Inhale deeply through your nose, letting your belly rise

Exhale through your mouth, letting your belly fall

Breathe slowly and naturally for 2-5 minutes
This activates the vagus nerve, which promotes a feeling of calm and safety.

Why it works:

Interrupts the fight-or-flight response

Increases oxygen flow to your brain

Helps reduce physical symptoms of anxiety (like tight chest or fast heartbeat)

Brings your mind and body back into sync



| “One deep breath can be a turning point. The next one can be a breakthrough.”

Mindfulness & Meditation Starter Guide
Begin your journey to calm and clarity

Mindfulness and meditation are powerful tools that help you slow down, reduce stress, and connect
with the present moment. You don’t need any special skills, just a few minutes and a willingness

to practice.

What is mindfulness?

Mindfulness means paying attention on purpose and without judgment to your thoughts, feelings,
and body sensations as they happen. It helps you become aware of automatic reactions and choose

a calmer response.

Basic meditation exercises to try
1. Breath awareness (3-5 minutes)
« Sit comfortably with your eyes closed or softly focused.
o Take a few deep breaths, then let your breathing settle into its natural rhythm.

« Focus your attention on the sensation of your breath entering and leaving your nostrils or

the rise and fall of your belly.
e When your mind wanders, gently bring it back to your breath.
2. Body scan (5-10 minutes)
e Lie down or sit comfortably. Close your eyes.

« Slowly bring your attention to different parts of your body, starting at your toes and moving

up to your head.
« Notice any tension, warmth, or sensations without trying to change them.

o Breathe into areas that feel tight or uncomfortable.



3. Loving-Kindness meditation (5 minutes)
« Sit comfortably and close your eyes.

o Silently repeat phrases like:

“May I be safe. May I be happy. May I be healthy. May I live with ease.”

o After a few minutes, extend these wishes to others: a loved one, a neutral person, and even

someone you have difficulty with.

Beginner-friendly guided meditation resources:
e Apps:
o Headspace — Great for beginners with short guided sessions
o Calm — Includes sleep and relaxation meditations
o Insight Timer — Thousands of free guided meditations
e YouTube channels:
o The Mindful Movement

o Tara Brach
o Jon Kabat-Zinn

Tips for success:
o Start with just 3-5 minutes daily and gradually increase.
o Meditate at the same time each day to build a habit.
o Find a quiet, comfortable space where you won’t be disturbed.
e Be patient, mind wandering is normal, just gently return your focus.

| “Meditation is not about stopping your thoughts, but learning to observe them without getting

caught up.”



Stress Management Techniques

Simple ways to find calm when life feels overwhelming

Stress is a normal part of life, but how we manage it makes all the difference. These easy,
actionable techniques can help you reduce tension quickly and regain control.

Quick stress relief tools
1. Progressive Muscle Relaxation (PMR)
e Sitor lie down comfortably.
« Starting with your feet, tense the muscles tightly for 5 seconds, then slowly release.

« Move upward through your body (calves, thighs, abdomen, arms, shoulders, neck, and
face) tensing and relaxing each group.

Notice the difference between tension and relaxation.

2. Grounding exercise: 5-4-3-2-1 technique

Use your five senses to bring yourself to the present moment:
o 5: Name five things you can see
e 4: Name four things you can touch
o 3: Name three things you can hear

e 2: Name two things you can smell

« 1: Name one thing you can taste

This helps interrupt overwhelming feelings and anchors you in the now.
3. Deep breathing: box breathing

« Inhale slowly through your nose for 4 seconds
e Hold your breath for 4 seconds

« Exhale slowly through your mouth for 4 seconds



e Hold your breath for 4 seconds

« % Repeat for 3-5 minutes
e This rhythmic breathing calms your nervous system and lowers stress hormones.

Tips for managing stress daily
o Take short breaks throughout the day to stretch or breathe deeply.
« Prioritize tasks and focus on one thing at a time.
e Use positive self-talk to challenge stressful thoughts.
e Connect with friends or loved ones to share how you feel.
e Practice gratitude by noting 3 things you’re thankful for each day.

| “Stress is manageable; you just need the right tools at your fingertips.”

Digital Detox Tips
Protect your mental health by reducing screen time

In our digital world, constant connectivity can increase stress, anxiety, and disrupt sleep. Taking

intentional breaks from screens can refresh your mind and improve well-being.

Why consider a digital detox?

Reduces anxiety and information overload
o Improves focus and productivity
o Enhances sleep quality

o Boosts real-life social connection
e Helps you reconnect with yourself

Practical steps to reduce screen time



1. Set boundaries
e Designate “no screen” times (e.g., during meals, 1 hour before bed).
o Use apps or phone settings to limit daily social media or app usage.
2. Create phone-free zones
o Keep phones out of the bedroom or away from your workspace.
o Charge devices outside your bedroom to avoid nighttime scrolling.
3. Replace screen time with healthy activities
o Read a book, take a walk, or try a hobby you enjoy.
e Spend time with friends and family face-to-face.
4. Practice mindful use
e Ask yourself: “Do I need to check this right now?”” before picking up your device.
« Unfollow or mute accounts that cause stress or negativity.
5. Schedule regular detox periods

« Start with small breaks like an hour or a half-day without screens.
o Gradually increase to a full day or weekend digital detox.

Benefits you’ll notice
o Feeling less overwhelmed and more present
o Better sleep and energy levels
e Increased creativity and focus
« Stronger real-world relationships

| “Unplugging isn’t about missing out but about tuning in to what truly matters.”
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Goal Setting & Motivation Strategies

Build momentum by setting realistic mental health goals

Setting clear, achievable goals gives your mental health journey focus and direction. Celebrating

small wins’ boosts motivation and builds positive habits over time.

How to set effective mental health goals

1. Be specific: Instead of “feel better,” try “practice mindfulness meditation for 5 minutes daily”

or “write in my journal three times a week.”

2. Make goals measurable: Track your progress with numbers or check-ins. For example, “I

will sleep at least 7 hours on 5 nights this week.”

3. Keep goals achievable: Start small to avoid overwhelm. It’s better to succeed at a simple goal

than fail at a big one.

4. Be relevant: Choose goals that truly matter to you and your well-being.
5. Set a time frame: Give yourself a deadline or schedule regular reviews to stay accountable.

Tracking progress
e Use ajournal, app, or calendar to mark when you meet your goals.

o Reflect weekly on what’s working and what needs adjusting.
e Don’t be discouraged by setbacks, they’re part of growth.

Celebrate small wins
o Reward yourself with things you enjoy (a favorite treat, a relaxing bath, or time in nature).

« Share your progress with supportive friends or family.
« Use positive affirmations to reinforce your efforts.

Motivation tips

e Visualize your success and how good you’ll feel.



o Break larger goals into tiny steps.
e Remind yourself why the goal matters to your mental health.
« Pair new habits with existing routines (e.g., meditate right after brushing your teeth).

| “Small, consistent actions lead to lasting change.”

Boundaries & Assertiveness Skills

Protect your mental space by communicating clearly and confidently

Setting boundaries and expressing your needs are essential for healthy relationships and mental

well-being. Learning to say “no” respectfully helps you preserve energy and reduce stress.
Why boundaries matter

« Prevents burnout and overwhelm

« Builds respect in relationships

e Helps maintain your emotional and physical safety
e Encourages honesty and open communication

How to communicate assertively
1. Use “I” statements: Express your feelings and needs without blaming.
o Example: “I feel overwhelmed when plans change last minute. I need advance notice.”
2. Be clear and direct: Say what you mean simply and confidently.
o Example: “I can’t take on extra work right now.”
3. Practice saying NO: You don’t owe lengthy explanations.

o Example: “No, thank you. I won’t be able to join.”

4. Stay calm and respectful: Keep your tone steady, and avoid aggression or apology when

standing your ground.



Tips for setting healthy boundaries
« Identify your limits and what makes you uncomfortable.
« Start with small boundaries before tackling bigger ones.
e Remember that it’s okay to prioritize your well-being.
o Expect some resistance but stay firm in your needs.
o Seek support from trusted friends, family, or a counselor if needed.

| “Your mental health is your priority, protecting it starts with clear boundaries.”

Self-Care vs. Avoidance: Knowing the Difference

Taking care of yourself without running away

Self-care is essential for mental wellness, it replenishes your energy, soothes stress, and nurtures
your soul. But sometimes, what looks like self-care can actually be avoidance putting off difficult
feelings or responsibilities. Understanding the difference helps you make choices that heal rather
than hide.

Signs of true self-care
e You feel recharged or calmer afterward
o It supports your long-term well-being

e You set healthy boundaries with others and yourself
e You engage in activities that align with your values and goals

Signs of avoidance:
e You use distractions to escape emotions (binge-watching, excessive scrolling, overeating)
e You delay facing important issues or decisions

e Your actions cause guilt or shame afterward



e You isolate yourself or numb your feelings instead of processing them
How to practice mindful self-care:
e Check in with your feelings before and after an activity
o Choose self-care that balances rest and growth (e.g., meditation and problem-solving)

« Combine enjoyable activities with practices that build resilience (journaling, therapy,

exercise)
o Be honest if something is masking pain, and seek support to address it

Taking care of your mind means facing your emotions with kindness and courage not running from

them.

| “Self-care is a love letter to your future self. Avoidance is a note you’ll need to rewrite later.”

Creating a Personal Support System

You don’t have to do this alone

Healing isn’t a solo journey, it’s a shared one. A support system is made up of people, spaces, and
tools that remind you:

- You’re not alone.
- You are loved

- Help is always within reach
Building the right support can be life-changing for your mental health.

Who belongs in your support circle?

1. Trusted friends & family: People who listen without judgment, hold space for your emotions,

and check in on you.

2. Mental health professionals: Therapists, counselors, or coaches who help you work through

deeper struggles with expert guidance.



3. Support groups (online or in-person): Safe spaces with others who “get it.” You don’t have

to explain everything, they just understand.

4. Self-support tools: Your journal, meditation app, breathwork routines, books, playlists,

anything that calms or strengthens you.

5. Faith or spiritual community (if applicable): A space for hope, reflection, and connection to

something bigger than yourself.

How to strengthen your systems?
o Be honest about what you’re feeling and what you need
« Reach out first even when it’s hard
o Set clear boundaries with people who drain your energy

« Make connection part of your weekly routine (e.g., “Text a friend today,” “Attend a group

this week”)
Your support system doesn’t have to be big. It just has to be safe and real.

“You are not a burden. You are a human being worthy of care.”

Physical Activity Tips for Mental Health
Boost Your Mood and Well-Being with Movement Exercise is a powerful tool to support mental
health. It releases feel-good chemicals, reduces stress, and improves sleep, all essential for

emotional balance.

Why move?
« Releases endorphins, serotonin, and dopamine (natural mood lifters)
e Reduces symptoms of anxiety and depression
e Improves energy and focus

e Promotes better sleep quality



e Encourages social connection when done with others

Simple routines to get started
1. Walk daily
e Aim for 20-30 minutes of brisk walking.
o Explore parks or nature trails for added relaxation.
2. Stretch or do yoga
e Try gentle stretches or beginner yoga videos to ease tension.
e Focus on breath and body awareness.
3. Dance it out
« Put on your favorite music and dance freely for 10-15 minutes.
4. Bodyweight exercises

e Trysimple moves like squats, lunges, or wall push-ups.
o Start with 1-2 sets of 10 reps, increasing gradually.

Tips for staying consistent
o Choose activities you enjoy to stay motivated.
o Set realistic goals and celebrate progress.
o Exercise with a friend for accountability.
e Listen to your body and rest when needed.

| “Small steps in movement can lead to big improvements in how you feel.”

Mindful Nutrition Tips

Fuel your body, Nourish your mind



What you eat can influence how you feel. Nutrition plays a vital role in mental health by supporting
brain function, energy levels, and mood regulation. Mindful eating means paying attention to how

food makes you feel, not just what you eat.
Nutrition tips for mental wellness:

1. Prioritize whole, nutrient-rich foods: Fresh fruits, vegetables, whole grains, lean proteins,
and healthy fats provide the building blocks for brain health.

2. Stay hydrated: Even mild dehydration can affect your mood and concentration. Aim for 6-8

glasses of water daily.
3. Limit processed and sugary foods: They can cause energy crashes and mood swings.

4. Include omega-3 fatty acids: Found in fish, flaxseeds, and walnuts, omega-3s support brain

health and reduce inflammation.

5. Balance your blood sugar: Eat regular meals with protein and fiber to avoid spikes and dips

that affect mood.

6. Practice mindful eating: Eat slowly, savor flavors, and listen to your body’s hunger and

fullness signals.

Bonus: Notice your body’s response

Keep a food and mood journal for a week. Note how different foods affect your energy, focus, and

feelings.

| “Food is not just fuel but a part of your self-care toolkit.”

Sleep & Mood: How to Build Better Habits
Rest well, Feel well

Sleep and mental health are deeply connected. Poor sleep can make anxiety and depression worse,
while good sleep can boost your mood, energy, and resilience. Building healthy sleep habits is one

of the most effective ways to support your mental well-being.



Why sleep matters for mental health:

Helps regulate mood and emotions

Improves concentration and decision-making

Restores energy and reduces stress hormones

Supports memory and cognitive function
Tips for Building Better Sleep Habits:

1. Stick to a consistent schedule: Go to bed and wake up at the same time every day even on
weekends.

2. Create a calming bedtime routine: Turn off screens 30-60 minutes before sleep. Try
reading, gentle stretches, or meditation.

3. Make your bedroom a sleep sanctuary: Keep it cool, dark, and quiet. Invest in comfortable
bedding.

4. Limit caffeine, nicotine, and heavy meals before bed: Avoid stimulants at least 4-6 hours

before sleeping.
5. Get natural sunlight during the day: Daylight helps regulate your body’s internal clock.

6. Manage worries before bedtime: Write down your thoughts or make a to-do list to clear your

mind.
Bonus: Recognize Sleep Problems

If you regularly struggle with falling asleep, staying asleep, or waking up unrefreshed, consider

consulting a healthcare professional.

| “Good sleep is a foundation for emotional strength.”

Sleep Hygiene Checklist

Track your sleep habits for better rest and mood



Good sleep is the foundation of mental health. Use this checklist daily to build healthy bedtime

routines and improve your quality of rest.

Daily sleep hygiene checklist

Habit Yes/ No/ | Notes

Sometimes

Went to bed at the same time

Avoided screens 1 hour before
sleep
Avoided caffeine after 2 PM

Did a relaxing activity before
bed

Kept bedroom cool, dark, and

(e.g., reading, meditation)

quiet

Avoided heavy meals close to
bedtime

Limited naps to 20-30 minutes

Got at least 7-8 hours of sleep

Tips for better sleep
« Create a consistent bedtime routine.
e Use blackout curtains or an eye mask for darkness.
e Try calming scents like lavender in your bedroom.
« Avoid using your bed for work or screen time.
e If you can’t sleep within 20 minutes, get up and do a quiet activity until sleepy.

| “Small changes in your sleep habits can make a big difference in your mood and energy.”
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Emergency Plan for Mental Health Lows

Prepare now to stay safe later

Mental health lows can sometimes hit hard and fast. Having a plan in place ensures you know
exactly what to do when you feel overwhelmed, hopeless, or unable to cope. An emergency plan

is a personalized set of steps to keep you safe and supported during tough times.

Steps to build your emergency plan:

1. Identify your warning signs: Know the early signs that your mental health is declining (e.qg.,

withdrawal, irritability, trouble sleeping).

2. List your coping strategies: Include things that help calm or ground you, like breathing

exercises, journaling, or calling a friend.

3. Create a support contacts list: Write down names and numbers of trusted friends, family,
therapists, or crisis lines you can reach out to immediately.

4. Safe environment setup: Remove or secure anything that could be harmful. Have comforting

items nearby (a favorite blanket, music, or photos).

5. Plan for professional help: Know when and how to contact your healthcare provider or

emergency services if needed.

¢ Important contacts to include:

o Trusted friend/family member
o Mental health professional or therapist

e Local crisis or suicide prevention hotline
« Emergency medical services

Bonus tip: Share your plan

Give a trusted person a copy or talk through your plan so they can support you if needed.



| “Having a plan doesn’t mean you’ll need it but knowing you have one can give you strength

and hope.”

Relapse Prevention Plan

Stay on track by recognizing triggers and managing setbacks

For those managing diagnosed mental health conditions, setbacks can happen. Having a plan helps

you recognize warning signs early and take action to maintain your well-being.
Recognize your triggers

« Identify situations, feelings, or thoughts that increase your risk of relapse (e.g., stress, lack

of sleep, isolation).
o Keep a journal to note patterns when symptoms worsen.

Warning signs to watch for
e Changes in mood (irritability, sadness, anxiety)
e Loss of interest in activities
e Changes in sleep or appetite
« Difficulty concentrating

e Withdrawal from friends or family
« Increased use of substances or unhealthy coping behaviors

Steps to stay on track

1. Reach out for support
o Contact your therapist, counselor, or support group promptly.
« Share your feelings with trusted friends or family.

2. Follow your treatment plan



o Take medications as prescribed.
o Keep therapy appointments.
3. Use coping tools you’ve learned
« Practice mindfulness, breathing exercises, or journaling.
« Engage in creative outlets or physical activity.
4. Adjust your routine
« Prioritize sleep, nutrition, and self-care.
e Reduce stressors where possible.

& Emergency contacts & resources

o Keep a list of emergency numbers, crisis hotlines, and your healthcare provider’s contact

handy.
e Have a trusted person aware of your plan and able to assist if needed.

| “A relapse doesn’t mean failure, it means an opportunity to learn and strengthen your recovery.”

When to Seek Professional Help
It’s a Sign of Strength, Not Weakness

Mental health challenges can sometimes feel overwhelming and confusing. While self-care and
support systems help, there are times when professional guidance is necessary. Reaching out for
help is one of the bravest steps you can take toward healing.

Signs its time to see a mental health professional:

You feel stuck in feelings of hopelessness, sadness, or anxiety for weeks or months

Your symptoms interfere with daily life: work, school, relationships

You experience intense mood swings, anger, or irritability that feel out of control

You have thoughts of self-harm or suicide



e You notice withdrawal from loved ones and activities you once enjoyed

e You struggle with substance use as a way to cope
e You’ve experienced trauma or significant life changes you can’t process alone

What to expect when you seek help:

A safe, confidential space to talk openly

Support tailored to your needs; therapy, medication, or a combination

Tools and strategies for coping and healing

Professional guidance in navigating your mental health journey

How to find help:

Ask your doctor for a referral

Search for licensed therapists or counselors online

Reach out to trusted organizations or hotlines in your area
o Consider tele-therapy options if in-person isn’t accessible

| “Asking for help is a powerful step toward reclaiming your life.”



Part 5: Ongoing Support & Tools

Resource List: Apps, Hotlines, Books, Journals & Websites



Resource List: Apps, Hotlines, Books, Journals & Websites

Your go-to tools for ongoing support

Finding trusted resources can make your mental health journey easier and more informed. Here’s

a curated list to help you stay connected, learn, and grow.
Helpful apps
o Calm — Meditation, sleep stories, breathing exercises
o Headspace — Mindfulness and guided meditation
e Moodpath — Mental health assessment and journaling prompts
e Youper — Al emotional health assistant

o Happify — Science-based activities to reduce stress

Crisis Hotlines (Available 24/7)
« National Suicide Prevention Lifeline (US): 988
e Samaritans (UK): 116 123
o Lifeline (Australia): 13 11 14

o Befrienders Worldwide: befrienders.org — find local helplines worldwide

Recommended Books
e The Body Keeps the Score by Bessel van der Kolk
o Feeling Good by David D. Burns
o Radical Acceptance by Tara Brach
e Lost Connections by Johann Hari

o The Gifts of Imperfection by Brené Brown


https://www.befrienders.org/

Recommended Journals & Planners

Daily Dots Journals

100 Days of Intentional Healing Journal — A gentle, guided space to process emaotions, find

clarity, and commit to healing through daily prompts.

Unburden Healing Journal — Blends introspective writing with calming mandala coloring

exercises for emotional release and mental clarity.

Joy & Gratitude Journal — Encourages daily reflection on joyful moments and the practice

of gratitude to uplift mood and mindset.

Prayer Journal — Faith-based journaling for spiritual grounding, with sections for praise,

prayer requests, and gratitude.

Mindfulness Journal — Focuses on being present and aware through grounding exercises,

breathing prompts, and mindful reflection.

Self-Care Journal — A structured daily tool to track physical, emotional, and spiritual self-

care habits with reflective questions and affirmations.

The Masterpiece Planner — A holistic life planner designed for intentional living,
combining goal setting, mental wellness check-ins, productivity tools, and habit tracking

to help users build a fulfilling and balanced life.

The Dreamer Kids Journal — A colorful, engaging journal designed for kids aged 9-13 to
build confidence, emotional intelligence, and a healthy self-image. This journal encourages

self-reflection, gratitude, creativity, and goal setting in a fun and age-appropriate way.

Popular Journals

The Five Minute Journal — Daily prompts focused on gratitude, affirmations, and self-
reflection.

The Self-Love Workbook by Dr. Shainna Ali — Part journal, part workbook to build

confidence and self-acceptance.



The Mindfulness Journal by Barrie Davenport — 365 days of writing prompts to increase

calm and focus.

Start Where You Are by Meera Lee Patel — A beautifully illustrated journal for self-

discovery and creativity.

The Anxiety Journal by Corinne Sweet — Offers CBT-based prompts and exercises to

manage anxious thoughts.

Panda Planner — A science-based productivity and positivity planner for mental clarity and
focus.

Online Journaling Platforms

Day One App — A secure and intuitive digital journaling tool available on mobile and

desktop.
Journey App — Guided digital journaling with reminders, photos, and mood tracking.
Penzu — Private online journaling with customizable templates and password protection.

Reflectly — An Al-based mood and journaling app designed to reduce stress and improve

positivity.

Trusted Websites

Mental Health America: mhanational.org

National Alliance on Mental Illness (NAMI): nami.org

Psychology Today: psychologytoday.com (find therapists, articles)

Mind: mind.org.uk (UK-based mental health charity)

Tango Fresh Blog: https://www.tangofresh.co.ke/ (mental health and emotional healing)

| Support is everywhere you just have to reach out or look.


https://mhanational.org/
https://nami.org/
https://psychologytoday.com/
https://mind.org.uk/
https://www.tangofresh.co.ke/

